VISIT  TO   KONIGSWART                  45
countrymen now follow my advice and my foot-
steps yearly.
On another occasion, while travelling through
Bohemia, I paid a visit to Konigswart, the family
seat of Prince Metternich, partly for its owner's
sake, partly on account  of  a   Natural   History
Collection deposited in it, which I found described
in one of Goethe's miscellaneous works-   He became
interested in it on account of its founder, one
Huss, an intelligent, educated, and upright man,
whose fate it was to be ' The Headsman of Eger/
It was an hereditary office, handed down to him
from a long line of ancestors, but it came to pass
that Bger was stripped of its criminal jurisdiction,
so the headsman's occupation was gone. The Prince
hearing of this, not only generously purchased the
collection, but in order not to separate the owner
from his treasures when transporting it to Konigs-
wart, made Mm its   custodian  with   a  pension
for life.   I was shown round the Museum by Mr
Huss himself, a mild-looking old gentleman, and
found   that  besides   specimens   illustrating   the
geology and natural history of Boheuiia, it con*
tainad many historic relics of the Metternich family
of great interest, among them a series of wine-
glasses rising from two to four feet each, blown
on the elevation in rank of a member in the family,
that his health might be drunk out of it.   Here
were flails and scythes, the rude weapons of the
Bohemian peasants used in the Hussite War; the
rings of John Sobieski and Matt CorvinuB, and
Napoleon's washhand-basin  brought from Elba.
All these were pointed out to me by my guide;
but I observed that he passed over a glass-case
which attracted my attention, as containing three